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1. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

1.1. PURPOSE OF THIS STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND  

 A Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) is a written statement produced as 

part of the application process for an application for a Development Consent 

Order (‘DCO’) and is prepared jointly by the applicant and another party. A 

SoCG sets out the matters of agreement between both parties, matters where 

there is not agreement and matters which are under discussion.  

 In this regard paragraph 58 of the Department for Communities and Local 

Government’s guidance entitled “Planning Act 2008: examination of 

applications for development consent” (26 March 2015) hereafter referred to 

as DCLG Guidance) describes a SoCG as follows: 

“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by the 

applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which they 

agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is also 

useful if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has not been 

reached. The statement should include references to show where those 

matters are dealt with in the written representations or other documentary 

evidence.” 

 The aim of a SoCG is to assist the Examining Authority to manage the 

examination of an application for a DCO by providing an understanding of the 

status of matters at hand and allowing the Examining Authority to focus their 

questioning. The effective use of SoCG is expected to lead to a more efficient 

examination process.  

 This SoCG has been prepared with the Environment Agency (‘EA’) to show 

where agreement has been reached with AQUIND Limited (‘the Applicant’) 

during the pre, post DCO application consultation and DCO Examination. 

1.2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  

 AQUIND Limited (the ‘Applicant’) submitted an application for the AQUIND 

Interconnector Order (the 'Order') pursuant to Section 37 of the Planning Act 

2008 (as amended) (the ‘PA2008’) to the Secretary of State (‘SoS’) on 14 

November 2019 (the 'Application').  

 The Application seeks development consent for those elements of the 

AQUIND Interconnector (the 'Project') located in the UK and the UK Marine 

Area (the 'Proposed Development'). 
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 The Project is a new 2,000 MW subsea and underground High Voltage Direct 

Current (‘HVDC’) bi-directional electric power transmission link between the 

South Coast of England and Normandy in France. By linking the British and 

French electric power grids it will make energy markets more efficient, improve 

security of supply and enable greater flexibility as power grids evolve to adapt 

to different sources of renewable energy and changes in demand trends such 

as the development of electric vehicles. The Project will have the capacity to 

transmit up to 16,000,000 MWh of electricity per annum, which equates to 

approximately 5 % and 3 % of the total consumption of the UK and France 

respectively. 

 The Proposed Development includes: 

 HVDC Marine Cables from the boundary of the UK Exclusive Economic 

Zone to the UK at Eastney in Portsmouth;  

 Jointing of the HVDC Marine Cables and HVDC Onshore Cables;  

 HVDC Onshore Cables;  

 A Converter Station and associated electrical and telecommunications 

infrastructure;  

 High Voltage Alternating Current (‘HVAC’) Onshore Cables and 

associated infrastructure connecting the Converter Station to the Great 

Britain electrical transmission network, the National Grid, at Lovedean 

Substation; and  

 Smaller diameter Fibre Optic Cables (‘FOC’) to be installed together with 

the HVDC and HVAC Cables and associated infrastructure. 

1.3. THIS STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND   

 This SoCG has been prepared by AQUIND Limited and the EA in respect of 

the Proposed Development, collectively referred to in this SoCG as ‘the 

parties’, in respect of the onshore components of the Proposed Development; 

where onshore components comprise of activities within the onshore extent of 

the Order Limits only (above Mean Low Water Springs). 

 This SoCG reflects the status of discussions between the parties at up to 

Deadline 7 referring to application documents as submitted up to and including 

Deadline 6.  

 This document version includes all points of agreement with no outstanding 

disagreement between the parties. 
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Date Form of 

Contact 

Summary 

Various 

(email and 

calls) 

Various 

(Converter 

Station 

Optioneering) 

 Agreement of Aquifer contamination 

Workshop Minutes of Meeting.  

 Various correspondence with PW and EA 

during design development of the preliminary 

drainage strategy drawings and report. 

 Various correspondence with EA during the 

on-going development of draft SoCG. 

 

2.2. SUMMARY OF TOPICS COVERED BY THE STATEMENT OF 

COMMON GROUND 

 The following topics discussed between the parties are commented further in 

this SoCG: 

 Environmental Statement (“ES”) Chapter 19: Groundwater: 

o Baseline and Methodology 

o Predicted Impacts 

o Mitigation: 

▪ Converter Station Area 

▪ Onshore Cable Corridor 

▪ Landfall 

o Residual Effects 

 ES Chapter 19 Supplementary Assessments (Technical Appendices), 

which includes: 

o Appendix 19.3: The Hydrogeology of Kings Pond and Denmead 

Meadows 

o Supplementary Karst Report which has been updated as part of the 

ES Addendum as Appendix 7 

o Onshore Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan 

(‘OOCEMP’) 

 ES Chapter 20: Surface Water Resources and Flood Risk 

o Baseline and Methodology 
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o Predicted Impacts 

o Mitigation 

▪ Converter Station Area 

▪ Onshore Cable Corridor 

▪ Landfall 

o ES Chapter 20 Supplementary Assessments (Technical Appendices), 

which includes: 

▪ Appendix 20.2: Onshore Water Framework Directive 

▪ Appendix 20.3: Watercourses Summary 

▪ Appendix 20.4: Flood Risk Assessment &  

Flood Risk Assessment Addendum as Appendix 9 to the ES 

Addendum 

o OOCEMP 

o Residual Effects 

 Converter Station Surface Water Drainage and Aquifer Contamination 

Mitigation Strategy, referred to as ‘Appendix 3 of the Design and Access 

Statement (‘DAS’)’ hereafter; which includes: 

o Surface Water Drainage 

o Foul Water Drainage 

o Oil Containment and Oily Water Drainage 

o SuDS and Water Quality System 

o Temporary Surface Water Management 

o Foundation Design 

 OOCEMP  

 Generic Method Statement as Appendix 7 to the OOCEMP; and 

 Draft Development Consent Order (‘dDCO’). 

 For the avoidance of doubt, matters not covered in this SoCG in relation to the 

onshore elements of the Proposed Development have not been discussed 

between the parties as they have not been raised by the EA. 

 A summary of all documents referenced within this SoCG and their latest 

library references as per the examination library (as updated 11/01/2021) is 

provided in Table 2.2. 

 













































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

  

 




